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J4G welcomes Chancellor Phillip Hammond’s announcement in this week’s budget that a further £28 

million will be made available to support those affected by the preventable fire around Grenfell 

Tower on 14 June.  

The NHS estimates that 11,000 local residents have been affected. The scale of psychological trauma 

is unprecedented in recent times. This community has been deeply traumatised by the preventable 

fire on 14 June and the failure of the local authority in the aftermath.  

While J4G welcomes any funds made available for survivors or projects supporting them directly, we 

are concerned about that the local community has not yet been consulted on the use or allocation of 

these funds. The council has promised consultation and co-design of services, but as yet has not 

delivered. We still do not know whether this council will be able to rebuild trust with local residents.  

This amount also pales into insignificance when we consider the vast numbers of those affected and 

their complex and evolving needs. We simply do not know the long-term effects of this tragedy on 

the wider community. As the interim taskforce reported a month ago, the borough still does not 

have a full list of bereaved families. This is rapidly evolving group that needs particular, acute care.  

J4G asks for clarification from the government and local authority about how this figure was 

reached, and what that will translate to in terms of services? As yet, there is no clear indication as to 

how this money will be spent, who will oversee the process, and how the local authority will account 

for its decisions.   

 

J4G’s Yvette Williams said:  

“J4G welcomes any initiative to support survivors, the bereaved, and the local community. However, 

we are dismayed that these funds will be managed by the council and the community have little 

confidence in their financial decisions to date. As yet there has been no community consultation on 

how the money will be spent.  

We also call for funding for local schools who have had to address the trauma experienced by 

schoolchildren around the tower. There is also an urgent need for funding to address fire safety 

concerns for other residents in social housing in the borough, particularly those in homes managed 

by the KCTMO.” 

J4G’s Moyra Samuels said:  

“Suggesting that some of this small sum of money will be used on regeneration is alarming given the 

borough’s history of regeneration projects and it’s impact on local community. However, if the 

monies are to be used to refurbish the much neglected Lancaster West estate, this will provide the 

residents with some comfort that they may now begin to live in safe and decent homes.” 

 


