
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In brief: 

• We have reviewed our plans for the second stage of the environmental checks 

following the latest guidance from government in response to the COVID-19 

coronavirus.  Your health and wellbeing is our priority and we also recognise that many 

of you are busy supporting your community in these unprecedented times.      

• We consulted with community stakeholders and shared their views with Ministers, who 

agreed we should pause parts of Stage 2 until after the current restrictions are lifted as 

we committed to ensure residents are engaged with the testing process from start to 

finish.  Safety was the key consideration in coming to this decision.  

• Progress can and is still being made on Stage 2 and we will continue to keep you 

informed on the environmental checks over the coming weeks.  

• This community update includes a message from the Chief Scientific Advisers.  

 

Stage 1 of the two-stage environmental checks into potential land contamination around 

the Grenfell Tower site was carried out in spring and summer 2019 and a full report on the 

results was published in October 2019.  

Stage 1 involved a site survey, exploratory soil testing and a pilot study to inform the 

approach to Stage 2. The results of Stage 1 indicated that the levels of chemicals found in 

the soil were consistent with those generally found in London and that there was no 

increased risk to health from land contamination because of the Grenfell Tower fire.  

To reduce uncertainty about the health risks, Stage 2 will involve an investigation into the 

potential risk of land contamination through more detailed soil sampling. The results from 

Stage 2 will be used to consider any possible risks to public health. 

 

Community events and activities 

The first of our community events was due to take place in early April and would have 

provided an opportunity for you to meet the scientists who are delivering, supporting or 

overseeing the environmental checks. 

 

We are now working on plans to hold a ‘virtual community event’ to enable you to ask the 

scientists any questions you have about the results of Stage 1 and what to expect in Stage 

2.  Please look out for the invitation, which will be coming soon.  

We are also working with AECOM on plans for the site walkovers of the locations identified 

for potential testing during Stage 2 and will be inviting you to take part in these after the 

current restrictions are lifted and as soon as it is safe to do so.     
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Schools/nurseries and community gardens where fruit and vegetables are grown have 

been prioritised for testing, following your feedback during Stage 1. Plus, all the locations 

that have been identified are within a 1km radius from the Tower to the north west under 

the direction of the smoke plume and within 500m in all other directions, which is where 

you told us you found debris. 

You may be interested to watch the video that was taken during the Stage 1 site walkover 

and sampling video.  You can find this at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/soil-and-

environmental-checks . 

There will be more opportunities for you to meet the scientists at community events and 

activities during Stage 2, and we look forward to sharing details of these with you as soon 

as we can.  

 

Health advice 

If you have any concerns about Covid-19 Coronavirus, you can find the latest guidance 

from government at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-

the-public 

You can also consult the information on RBKC’s website at: 

https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-covid-19 

 

Message from the Chief Scientific Advisers 

Professor Alan Penn, Chief Scientific Adviser, Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 

Government (MHCLG) and Professor Gideon Henderson, Chief Scientific Adviser, 

Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), have asked that we share 

the following message with you. 

“Firstly, we hope that you are all safe and well.  As you may know from the January 

community update, we are going to be providing the day to day independent scientific 

advice and oversight of Stage 2 of the environmental checks. We will do this in liaison with 

Sir Patrick Vallance, the Government Chief Scientific Adviser and Chair of the Science 

Advisory Group (SAG) - who you may have seen on the television at the COVID-19 daily 

briefing - and members of SAG.     

“We understand it may be frustrating that parts of the environmental checks are being 

paused, and that you are keen for answers on the potential risk of land contamination as 

soon as possible.  We had also hoped to meet with you at a community event in early 

April.  However, we are sure that you will understand that in light of COVID-19, your safety 

and that of the scientists carrying out the checks has had to be the priority.          

“Where it is safe to do so, work is progressing on Stage 2 of the environmental checks, 

including plans for a ‘virtual community event’.  We hope to meet as many of you as 

possible at this and at future community events.  

“Until then please take care of yourselves, your families and your neighbours.” 

 

Professor Alan Penn     Professor Gideon Henderson 
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Further information 

We are temporarily pausing our face-to-face contact with the community and will resume 

this as soon the government’s measures to stay at home and away from others are no 

longer in place.  You can still contact us to find out more about the environmental checks: 

• Email the team on: environmental-checks@communities.gov.uk  

• Call the team on 03034 449 086    

• Download the Nextdoor app or visit www.nextdoor.co.uk and search for Grenfell 

Community Updates – HM Government. 

• The Stage 1 report can be found at:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/soil-and-

environmental-checks 
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